
Becoming Human Again: a Theology of Sanctification 
Lesson 3: Does Justification Threaten Sanctification? (Continued) 

 
I. In the “golden chain” of Romans 8:29-30, justification is one link in an infallibly certain 

sequence:   
  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

II. Sola fide in the Reformed ordo solutis [lit. order of salvation] 
1. Unconditional election 
2. Definite atonement  
3. Effectual calling: 

a.    External call 
b. Regeneration 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 

III. Modern evangelical ordo solutis  
1. Conditional “election”—based, in part, on man’s choice of God 
2. Indefinite atonement—Christ died to save as many as possible, depending on 

whether they choose to accept Him   
3. External call  
4. Internal call, i.e., Spirit’s work of illuminating/convicting sinners   

----------------------------- 
5. Faith—the sinner simply believes that God will forgive him if he asks   
6. Justification—this results in “salvation” and “eternal security”   
7. Assurance of salvation [because “once saved, always saved”]    

----------------------------- 
8. Regeneration—the Spirit responds to our faith by enabling us to obey Christ, 

though this is only a potential which we must access and exercise   
9. Sanctification conditional on our response to the Spirit’s power  
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(see next page) 

       c.   Conversion:  
             i. “Justifying faith” (see next page) 
           ii. Repentance 
4. Justification 
4. Adoption  
5. Sanctification > Perseverance unto Glory  
 



THEREFORE, carnal but confident Christians are possible  
IV. Westminster’s distinction between “justifying faith” & “saving faith” 

 
A. The Larger Catechism, Q.72 and 73 

 
Q. 72. What is justifying faith? 
 
A. Justifying faith is a saving grace, wrought in the heart of a sinner by the Spirit and 
Word of God, whereby he, being convinced of his sin and misery, and of the 
disability in himself and all other creatures to recover him out of his lost 
condition, not only assenteth to the truth of the promise of the gospel, but receiveth 
and resteth upon Christ and his righteousness, therein held forth, for pardon of 
sin, and for the accepting and accounting of his person righteous in the sight of God 
for salvation. 
 
Q. 73. How doth faith justify a sinner in the sight of God? 
 
A. Faith justifies a sinner in the sight of God, not because of those other graces 
which do always accompany it, or of good works that are the fruits of it, nor as if the 
grace of faith, or any act thereof, were imputed to him for his justification; but only 
as it is an instrument by which he receiveth and applieth Christ and his 
righteousness. 

 
B. The Confession (ch.14. “On Saving Faith”) 

 
1. The grace of faith, whereby the elect are enabled to believe to the saving of 
their souls, is the work of the Spirit of Christ in their hearts, and is ordinarily 
wrought by the ministry of the Word, by which also, and by the administration of 
the sacraments, and prayer, it is increased and strengthened. 
 
2. By this faith [i.e., “saving faith”], a Christian believeth to be true whatsoever is 
revealed in the Word, for the authority of God himself speaking therein; and acteth 
differently upon that which each particular passage thereof containeth; yielding 
obedience to the commands, trembling at the threatenings, and embracing the 
promises of God for this life, and that which is to come. But the principal acts of 
saving faith are accepting, receiving, and resting upon Christ alone for justification, 
sanctification, and eternal life, by virtue of the covenant of grace.” 

 
V. Analysis of Westminster’s position that justifying faith is “not alone”   

 
“Faith, thus receiving and resting on Christ and His righteousness, is the alone 
instrument of justification: yet is it not alone in the person justified, but is ever 
accompanied with all other saving graces, and is no dead faith, but works by love” (WCF 
ch. 11, art. 2)  


